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Seisaku Yoshikawa and his works (2) by Yuto Ochiai
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Cluelessness of modernism and existentialism/towards the anonymous crowd

by Pham Ngoc Thanh Phuc
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Architecture students in Korea by Hyung-Gyu Choi
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I was initially asked to write about the architecture
education in Korea and that way, it would be interesting to
see the difference between Korean and Japanese
architecture education system. Unfortunately, [ don’t have
sufficient amount of information to talk about the education
as a whole, and the topic would be less interesting for
readers, considering it would be students in majority.
Instead, I decided to talk about how my life was in
architecture major in my university in Korea. As a 5th year
student of architecture major (majority of universities are
changing to 5 year program these days), I would like to talk
about how was my life was in this field of major.

P.S. Twould like to ask the readers not think my
comments as a whole Korea situation. Other university

might have a different situation than my university.

First, when we enter the university as a freshman,

everyone is keen to start their new life as a university student.

F 72 B 5 FHEOFFETHA LN WA, 4 R0
ERLTERRWD D& BWE T, FAFKRHT, 44T
HANLTEH D FEICFES L THFATHD LR L B C
BB ET, IoIC, 5 FLEDRFDOARIERGHR D HIHAIC
ToNs 720, 13k A EDFET b FAEDERINICITRTR
BTV LAICL, SEBNCHBEIC 2> T E T, fIR
T, SR, AERGHRICETRT 572010, 5 RO
HREI 1O 220 L2WY A, Thbb, 5 HFEICK
ZHNCEY 5 2721 D e > T2 DTE, DT
EF A FEDRETET T 5 LARETH S 2 L AR
LTwES, b 0ic, BERICR Y 2w A iE, Kk
DEET LY RLHFRDZDTT, 1 o ND 720 DHE X

fthoF X TOEAITT L TAFETIE A & BnE S,

ErbHUBLED,
(BHRR - fRisket)

Many students basically enjoy their first year of university
from all the hard works they have put on during the high
school years. Also, in Korea, all men have to serve for army,
so people usually enjoy their first year by doing whatever they
want to do and go to army. So, this atmosphere usually
makes a whole freshman years more enjoying rather than
focusing on studying, However, recently as the economy
situation goes even worse and getting a job becomes harder,
[ hear form my juniors of friends that recent freshman are
not as laid back as we used to be. However, still serving for
army service plays a huge role in Korean university life as a
whole, not only architecture major, but also on different
majors as well. That is why usually Korean students are older
than the world average in terms of when they graduate the

undergrad school.

Usually, army service is two years. Because many male

students will be gone for two years, female students usually
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ends up studying with male “senpai” after male students
come back to university. Also, part of the university culture
1s that those who entered university are considered as "Dong-
gi or [AHA in Kanji”, so that female “Dong-gi” will feel that
they are less pressurized to graduate the university. So, it has
led to a common idea for university students in Korea to
explore worlds when they are in university so that students
take a gap year(f&*#) and travel around the world(usually
people go to Europe). Army service is one of the reason for
this phenomenon, but other reasons such as, employment
situation being harsh, and students will to take some year off
from stressful school to find their own self has led to travel
However, in architecture major, people are more encouraged
to travel the Europe as other Senpai who went to Europe
saying how good it was for studying architecture and

professors encouraging students as well.

Initially, people are all eager to learn architecture as
everyone wants to become an architect as it is commonly
accepted as a cool job. However, as the time goes by, people
start to realize the field doesn't fit them in terms of their
ability, harsh condition, listening the harsh situation of the
industry from graduates of the university and how low salary
is makes students frustrate and decide to study something
other else. Some might end up changing major from
architectural design to architecture engineering which is 4
year program, or even graduating the architectural design
major, end up doing something not related to architecture at
all. This is 90% of the students, and only 109 of the graduate

of the major would pursue architectural design which is

ironic. Because the university is 5 year program, which is
designed to educate those who wants to be an architect but
only 10% of the students end up doing architect. I personally
believe it is a waste of a year of tuition fee and time for
students who wants to do something else. Usually, students
do not put much contemplation about why they pick a
certain major. Also, it is nearly impossible for students to
decide what they want to do and pursue the same path for
rest of their lives. So, university life is the time where students
can finally think and act independently(I think it is same with
Japanese situation), because it is different from other
European countries or North American countries where they
can have this thoughts before choosing what major they want
to study in university. I also believe what we study in 5 year
1s not so different from what they teach in 4 year time. It
sometime feels like what we study in 4 years time, is just
evenly divided in to 5 years. Plus, thinking about that we
have our graduation exhibition in first semester of 5th year,
2nd semester of 5th year becomes less important and
students usually care less with their studies as many students
are busy for job haunting. Adding to that, students also take
only one or two classes during first semester of 5th year, in
order to focus on their graduation exhibition, which means
students take as much classes as possible before becoming
5th year. This shows it is possible to finish until 4th year of
education. Instead, this who wants to become an architect
could study more years in graduate level. 1 believe that

education for 10% is not fair for all the students.

Thank you.
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